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Hope is but the dream of those who wake.  - Matthew Prior 

“The difference between the im-
possible and possible lies in a 
person’s determination.”  

                   - Tommy Lasorda 
 
I feel honoured to be bestowed 
upon with the responsibility of 
working as the Principal of this 
prestigious institution of higher 
education in Akhnoor.  
 
The College that is yet in in-
fancy stage has shown tremen-
dous growth in the recent 
years. With an ever growing 
number (more than a thousand 
students) especially the girls 
from Akhnoor and suburbs who 
are seeking education in this 
College, witness the greater 
quest for gaining knowledge 
and skills. Hence, there lies  
double responsibility on the 
shoulders of educators to help 
them grow educationally, mor-
ally, socially, spiritually and in 
developing their personality and 
character so that they could 
become more responsible and 
contributing citizens of the 
country.  
 

”Educationists should build the 
capacities of the spirit of in-
quiry, creativity, entrepreneu-
rial and moral leadership 
among students and become 
their role model.”   
                  - APJ Abdul Kalam 
 

We are striving to impart qual-
ity education as we feel, good 
education is necessary for im-
proving what we have , for 
planning what we will need and 

for providing us with the capac-
ity and skills to face the future 
with confidence. We are also 
trying our best to enrich the 
given infra structure especially 
the laboratories, library, read-
ing rooms, broad-band connec-
tivity etc. in our College.  

Publications are mirrors that 
reflect the functionality of an 
organization. In a still new col-
lege they play even more im-
portant role in gaining experi-
ences, sharing information, and 
linking an institution with other 
educational and research cen-
ters. The current newsletter 
that is now in its 4th and 5th vol-
ume is an able attempt of edi-
torial team to highlight various 
activities held during the year 
2008 and 2009.  I wholeheart-
edly appreciate the efforts of 
editorial board which has  en-
abled this newsletter 
“Awakener” to see the light of 
the day. 
 
 Dr. (Mrs.) Kaushal Smotra 
                 Principal 

 
 

From the Desk of Principal 
  

   NEWS BRIEFS 

College Shifts to New Building 

Minister for Health Visits 
GDC Akhnoor 

Drug Awareness Week at 
GDC Akhnoor  

Honorable Minister for Health, 
Horticulture and Floriculture, Mr. 
Sham Lal Sharma visited Govt. 
Degree College on 24 July, 2009.  
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A week-long 
programme on 
drug trafficking 
was organized in 
the college from 
1st to  7th Sep-
tember 2009.    
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Patron:  
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M. Ashaq Malik  
 

Assistant Editors (Students) 
Pooja Devi, B.A. Part III 

Pushpinder Kumar, B.A Part III 
 

You may reach us:  
Editor, 

 Awakener, Newsletter, 
Govt. Degree College,  

Akhnoor (J&K) 
India– 181201 

  
Email: editor.awakner@gmail.com  

Be more dedicated to making solid achievements than in running after swift but synthetic happiness." 
                       -  APJ Abdul Kalam    

The current issue that is in your hands, is now in fifth year of its publication. Although, it is 
a simple presentation of activities held during the year 2008–2009 in the college. But, with 
a supreme aim to serve the educational community in best possible way, we are  striving to 
make gradual improvements in this newsletter - from a mere house journal that is restricted 
to some selected readers to a well-versed publication that must reach to maximum stake-
holders: colleges, universities, research institutions,  not only  in Jammu and Kashmir state  
but across India and serve  a sustainable link between our college and other educational 
institutions of higher learning globally.  This time, it has brought an improvement, to the 
previous issues, that is its name “ Awakener”.  And in its up coming issues, you will hope-
fully see further developments -  articles, opinions, interviews, current trends of research in 
colleges, and almost every thing that a good educational publication may contain, flowing 
from its students and staff as well as from the colleagues engaged in educational /
development sector elsewhere. 
 
Besides taking a note of some national and international  challenges of our time,  this  
newsletter is also carrying inspirational thoughts of great visionary, scientist and former 
President of our country, Mr. APJ Abdul Kalam that we hope will certainly serve as an 
awakener for the readers especially youth and students. 
 
We have tried our best to present this issue in very simple and lucid way, however, as to err 
is humane, if there are certain discrepancies on our part in any way, we will welcome your 
suggestions, healthy criticism and make necessary improvements in up coming issues. 
  
 Wishing you a very Happy and Prosperous New Year –2010 
                                                                 
    Editorial Team  
 

But without forgetting “We should not add the years to life but add life to  years” 

Awakener 

Awakener Editorial  

             I  am pleased to know that Government Degree College, Akhnoor, is publishing the 4-5 vol. of the 
College Newsletter “Awakener”. 
 
 I am hopeful that this publication will help in developing the skills of students as well as staff of 
the College and will work as guiding factor to bring  out their creative talent and expereince. 
  
 I convey my good wishes to each and every one who is associated with this publication. 
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G ovt Degree College 
Akhnoor formally 
shifted to the new 
building located on 

Sohal Road about 7 and half Kms 
from Akhnoor town on  June 21, 
2008.  
 
The then Minister for Higher 
Education Mr. Gulchain Singh 
Charak accompanied by  Mr. Sham 
Lal Sharma, honorable Minister for 
H e a l t h ,  H o r t i c u l t u r e  a n d 
Floriculture and  N.D. Wani, 
Director Colleges inaugurated the 
building.   

Honorable Minister for Health, Horticulture 
and Floriculture, Mr. Sham Lal Sharma 
visited Govt. Degree College on 24 July, 
2009. He took a review of the development 
works in progress and issued on spot 
instructions to the concerned officers  to 
accomplish the assigned work in a timely 
manner.  
He also interacted with the staff members 
and students, and assured his full cooperation 
in the effctive functioning of the College.  

College Shifts to New Building 

"Look at the sky. We are not alone. The whole universe is friendly to us and conspires only to give 
the best to those who dream and work."  - APJ Abdul Kalam 

 

Awakener 

Health Minister Visits GDC Akhnoor  

NCC Day celebrated at GDC Akhnoor 
The NCC wing of GDC Akhnoor celebrated NCC Day 
on November 17, 2009. The programme commenced 
with the welcome address by the Principal,  Dr. (Mrs.) 
Kaushal Smotra. Various cultural items were presented 
on the occasion. The NCC Cadets also spoke to their 
peers on various themes like female foeticide, drug-
addiction and global warming. Col. R.N. Bali, CO 2nd 
Girls NCC Battalion presided over the function. NCC 
ANO Ms. Anjana Sharma, Assistant Professor in Com-
puter Science,  presented the vote of thanks.  

The then Minister for Higher Education Mr. Gulchain Singh Charak inaugarting the 
College Building.  

Col. R.N. Bali presenting certificate to a NCC Cadet 
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Drug Awareness  Week Organized at GDC Akhnoor  

If a country is to be corruption free and become a nation of beautiful minds, I strongly feel there are three key 
societal members who can make a difference. They are the father, the mother and the teacher. 
           - APJ Abdul Kalam 

Awakener 

  Symposism on Maulana Azad on National Education Day     

A week-long programme on drug trafficking 
was organized in the college from 1st to  7th 
September 2009.  
 
Various  programmes including  painting 
competition, poetry recitation,  skits  and 
symposium, on drug trafficking  were organ-
ized during the week.  
 
Prof. Uma Sharma, member  Pitanjali Yog 
Samiti delivered a lecture on “ Role of Yoga 
and herbal plants in saving the human beings 
from drug addiction.” Various herbal plants 
were also planted  to raise the awareness 
among youth and students of college.  
 
The  SDM, Akhnoor, Mr. Saugat Biswas, 
IAS, who presided over the valedictory func-
tion also spoke on the curse of drug addiction 
in modern times and advised the youth to 
remain vigilant from this social evil. He also 
appreciated the efforts of the Principal and 
staff to organize this pertinent programme in 
the College.  
 
The programme was organized under the 
able guidance of  Dr. (Mrs.) Kaushal Smotra, 
Principal of the College.  

To mark the birth anniver-
sary of Country’s First Edu-
cation Minister and noted 
educationist, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, a symposium 
on the topic “ Contribution 
of Maulana Azad in Field of 
Education” was organized 
in the college on  November 
11,  2009.  
 

Students and staff 
members of the col-
lege spoke on the 
life and  contribu-
tions of Maulana 
Azad on the occa-
sion.   
 
Dr. (Mrs.) Kaushal 
Smotra,   presided 
over the function. 

Mr. Saugat Biswas, IAS, SDM Akhnoor speaking on the 
occasion 

 

 Prof. Uma Sharma (right), member  Pitanjali Yog Samiti  along with  
Dr. (Mrs.) Kaushal Smotra, Principal GDC Akhnoor planting a herbal 
plant in College campus—to raise awareness how herbal plants can  
minimize the drug addiction and save lives.  
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One-Day Workshop on Climate Change 
The College organized one - day workshop on cli-
mate change in collaboration with  WWF - Jammu, 
J&K  on October 29, 2009.   
 
Various activities including painting competition, 
essay writing and symposium, besides plantation 
were carried out on this day. The chairperson of 
WWF - Jammu, Mr. V.P. Sharma presided over 
the fuction. Present on the occasion were also Dr. 
K.C. Bhagat, Agriculture Scientist (Retd.) Dr. 
C.M. Seth,  Chief Conservator Forest (Retd.) and 
Col (Retd.) B.R. Sharma  .   
Principal of College, Dr (Mrs.) Kaushal Smotra 
graced the occasion.  

5 "What  actions are most excellent? To gladden the heart of a human being, to  feed the hungry, to help the afflicted to 
lighten the sorrow of the  sorrowful and to remove the wrongs of injured..."  - APJ Abdul Kalam 

 

Awakener 

International Volunteers Day Celebrated at College 
Govt. Degree College,  Akhnoor celebrated Interna-
tional Volunteers Day on December, 4, 2009, a day 
before its worldwide celebrations.  The Annual Fresher 
Day was dedicated to the selfless efforts of volunteers 
who are engaged in development works worldwide.  
 
Various colorful programmes including songs, poetry, 
skits, dance, besides cleanliness of College campus 
marked the celebrations. 
  
Dr. M Ashaq Malik briefed the students and youth 

about the works of United Nations and other national 
and international development organizations particu-
larly United Nations Volunteer Programme and its 
online volunteering service.  
 
 Dr. (Mrs.) Kaushal Smotra, Principal of College, who 
presided over the function, also highlighted the contri-
butions of volunteers worldwide and encouraged the 
students and youth to showcase volunteerism for the 
greater good.  
 

Fresher Day cum International Volunteers Day cele-
brations at College 

 (Dr.) Kaushal Smotra , Principal GDC Akhnoor, along with 
students  during campus cleaning campaign 

Mr. V.P. Sharma (2nd from left) presenting trophy to a prize winner  
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Thinking should become your capital asset, no matter whatever ups and downs you come across in your life."   
          - APJ Abdul Kalam 

Awakener 

Freshers’ Day -2008  

Some Activities held in 2008 at a Glance  

National Blood Donation Day observed in College 

NSS-NCC Volunteers donate blood 

Govt. Degree College Akhnoor, 
like many other educational in-
stitutions across country,  cele-
brated Hindi Diwas in the col-
lege on 15 September 2008.  
 
Students and staff members es-
pecially from Department of 
Hindi spoke on the relevance of 

15 September in the promotion 
of Hindi. The speakers under-
lined the need for the preserva-
tion of Hindi as national lan-
guage.  
 

The then Principal of GDC 
Akhnoor,  Prof. P.L. Kaul pre-
sided over the function.  

A Glimpse -  Fresher’s Day - 2008  celebrations,   December 20, 2008.  

Hindi Diwas celebrateted in the College 

NCC Volunteers donating Blood 

 NSS-NCC Units of GDC 
Akhnoor organized an im-
pressive function on No-
vember 6, 2008, to felicitate 
the students who donated 
their blood to observe the 
National Blood Donation 
Day on  Oct 1st.  
 
Certificate of Blood Dona-
tion issued by Department of 
Hematology, Medical Col-
lege, Jammu were given to 
the volunteer donors. 
 

Colonel D.P.S. Sandhu of 
IInd  J&K  Girls NCC Battal-
ion, Jammu presided over 
the function.  

 

Colonel  Sandhu presenting 
certificates to blood donors  

NSS Volunteers donating Blood 



 

 
 
• Chitra Lekha of B.A.  

Part -I of GDC, 
Akhnoor,  received 
consolation  Prize in a 
competition  organized 
by Govt. College for 
W o m e n ,  P a r a d e , 
Jammu on the occa-
sion of  Hindi Diwas 
on  September 14, 
2009.  

 
 
 
• Our student Kalpana 

Devi bagged 1st posi-
tion in B.A. Final 
Examination of  Uni-
versity of Jammu in 
2008.  

 
• Our student Deepak 

bagged 10th position in 
B.A. Final Examina-
tion of  University of 
Jammu in 2009. 

 

Sports’ Corner 

Climbing to the top demands strength, whether it is to the top of Mount Everest or to the top of your career."  
          - APJ Abdul Kalam  
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Awakener 

Research and Academic Achievements  

Academic Achievements  

Students of Govt Degree Col-
lege, Akhnoor participated in 9 
different  games - wrestling, 
boxing, cricket, basket ball,  
volley ball, cross-country, kho-
kho,  weight lifting, and athlet-
ics during the  year 2008 said 
Mr. Balbir Singh, Director, 
Physical Education Depart-
ment.  
 
The college took part in 4 dif-
ferent inter-College sports’ 

competitions - Kabaddi, hand-
ball, wrestling and badminton 
this year till December 31.   
 
Two students of College, Sumit 
Singh and Jairam Sharma, both 
of B.A Part - I, participated in 
all India inter-university  com-
petitions in volleyball and ath-
letics held at Chennai and Kan-
pur respectively, during the 
current academic year, the Di-
rector added.    

 Mr. Balbir Singh (left), Director, Physical 
Education  and  Dr. (Mrs.) Kaushal Smotra, 
Principal with two All India inter-university 
participating students  

Students  
 

• Ms. Reeta Menia, Assistant Prof. in the Department of Economics presented a paper on “ 
An Economic Analysis of Centre – State Financial Relationship with Special Reference to 
J&K” in National Seminar organized by College of Management, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
University (SMVDU), Katra, J&K held on 27-28 February 2009.  

• Dr. Savtantar Kour, Assistant  Prof., Department of History, presented a paper  on 
“Social Customs of Jammu Region - Critical analysis of the writing of Fredur Drew”  in 
National Seminar on Writing History and Historiography of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh 
organized by Department of History, University of Jammu on 29-30 May 2009.   

• Ms. Anjana Sharma, Assistant Prof., Department of Computer Science, presented a paper 
on “Effective Teaching in Higher Education with Power Point Presentation” in  National 
seminar - IT Fest 2009  on the Role of Computer in the Development of Society: Present 
Scenario and Future Scope held on 23-24 December, 2009,  organized by Govt. College 
for Women, Parade, Jammu sponsored by D.S.T, J&K. 

 
 

• Dr. Anupama Gupta, Assistant Prof, Department of Mathematics, published a paper 
“Weighted composite operators of Hardy Type”  in International Journal of Mathematics 

• Dr. Anupama Gupta, Assistant Prof, Department of Mathematics, published another  
paper “Integral Operators on Functional  Spaces”  in International Journal of Mathematics 

• Mr. Sanjay S Samyal, Assistant Prof., Department of English, published a paper on “ 
Autobiographical Detotalizing: Postmodernist Juxtaposition in Kurt Vonnegut’s  Time 
Quake” in the Book “ Post Modernism Language and Literature (2008), edited by  A.H. 
Tak, Book Plus Publishers, New Delhi. 

 
 
• Ms. Reeta Menia, Assistant Prof. in the Department of Economics  and Dr. Savtantar 

Kour, Assistant Prof., Department of History, attended General Orientation Course at 
Academic Staff College, University of Jammu, in March and June, 2008 respectively.  

 

Staff 

Presentations  

Publications 

Courses Attended 

Participation  



 

"Thinking  is progress. Non-thinking is stagnation of the individual, organisation  and the country. Thinking leads to 
action. Knowledge without action is  useless and irrelevant. Knowledge with action, converts adversity into  prosperity."  
           - APJ Abdul Kalam 
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• Commencement of  science stream from next academic 
year 

• Establishment of Herbal Garden  
• Students’ Hostels 
• Staff Quarters  
• Play grounds 
• College Website  

Milestones ahead… 

Our vision 
• Achieving academic excellence  
• Inculcating social, moral and spiritual values, besides imparting 

quality education, thus producing  responsible global citizens.  
• To make this college as one of the pioneer institutions in the state  
• To shoulder national and international development organizations 

in combating global challenges. 


